










U14 FINALS PREVIEW
TUESDAY 26TH NOVEMBER

Tuesday afternoon sees the U14 Stevenson Cup and Bowl 
finals taking place at Havelock Park.

In the Bowl, Lurgan Junior High School meet Dromore High 
School with both sides having qualified via semi final 
wins two weeks ago.

Lurgan JHS qualified with a 2-0 win over Cookstown High 
School.

After a tense opening quarter, Lurgan were awarded a 
penalty stroke but missed their chance to take the lead 
following a good save from the opposition goalkeeper.

However, just five minutes later, they got their goal as a 
penalty corner was slipped right before Mia Gault picked 
her spot to make it 1-0 to her side.

With two minutes of play remaining, the result was
 confirmed as Maddie Magee doubled the Lurgan lead as 
she placed through the Cookstown goalkeeper’s legs.

They now face Dromore High School who qualified with a 
5-0 win over Glenlola Collegiate.

With 19 minutes played, Dromore were awarded a 
penalty corner and Zoe Kennedy got the games opening 
goal with a straight strike before Erin Barnes doubled her 
sides lead.

Just a minute into the second half, Dromore added a third
as Alex McClintock found a yard of space in the circle
 before firing her effort into the bottom left corner.

Two late goals in as many minutes from Kennedy and 
Barnes saw the scoreline quickly brought to 5-0 as it 
eventually finished.

Speaking ahead of the final, Dromore captain Erin Barnes 
said her side are excited to play in the final.

“We are excited to play in our first Stevenson Final against 
Lurgan Junior High. It is going to be a tight match but we 
hope that our hard work and training will pay off. “

Meanwhile, coach Iain Watson praised the efforts of his 
side in the competition so far.

This is an incredibly tight nit group of players that love 
to play attacking passing hockey. 

They have worked incredibly hard and have improved 
greatly throughout the season.

 We look forward to playing in what is sure to be a very 
competitive final.

In the U14 Stevenson Cup final, Banbridge Academy 
take on Rainey Endowed School.

Banbridge Academy relied on penalty run-ins to get to 
the final as they beat Victoria College Belfast.

Maisie Nicholl originally gave Banbridge the lead 
following a well-worked penalty corner before a VCB 
forward equalised with a deflection at the near post.

With very few chances for either side for the rest of the 
fixture, it took penalty run-ins to separate the teams 
with Banbridge Academy running out 2-0 winners

Speaking ahead of the final, coach Julie Sallie 



said her team have surpassed their expectations.

“As a coaching team we have been pleasantly 
surprised by our young and relatively inexperienced 
squad. 

Their fight, drive and defensive resilience coupled with 
some individual brilliance going forward has stood us in 
good stead thus far. “

However, we are aware that Rainey Endowed are 
very strong and dangerous on the break and that is 
something we will have to hope our girls can manage. 

Team captains 

“After going out at SemiFinal stage last year, we are so 
pleased to have made the final this year. 

It’s been a learning curve this year but we’ve enjoyed the 
challenge. 

We are particularly impressed at how well the yr 8 and 
9 have been able to gel with us and now feature as the 
main starting team.”

Their final opponents Rainey Endowed School 
played out a thrilling 3-3 draw in normal time against 
Killicomaine Junior High School.

It didn’t take long for Rainey to open the scoring as Rois 
Gribbin picked her spot with just five minutes on the 
clock to give her side an early lead.

Ten minutes later the side doubled their lead as
Ellie Rutledge reacted quickes to a save from the 
Killicomaine goalkeeper before scoring the rebound 
whilst Alexa McCrea added a third just moments later.

Despite their comfortable lead, Rainey were unable 
to to hold on as three goals in ten minutes saw 
Killicomaine draw level.

Poppy Hannath opened her sides scoring before two 
goals in two minutes from Darcey Wilson and Hannah 
Rodgers set up a tense final quarter.

However, following a goalless period, the sides relied on 
penalty run-ins where it was Rainey Endowed who came 
out on top.

Ahead of the game, coach Judith Quiqley said it will be 
a great experience for her side.

“Playing in a final is a great experience for the girls to 
be part of and one they will remember for a long time. 

A great squad of girls who can’t wait for the 
challenge ahead. Good luck to all the teams playing on
Wednesday.”

 Team captain Alexa McCrea also added that Banbridge 
will be tough opposition.
 
“We are delighted to have reached the final of the 
Stevenson U14 Cup after a great start to the season.

Playing Banbridge Academy in Banbridge is going to be 
a difficult game but one that we are very much looking 
forward to.

Best of luck to both teams!”
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Thursday afternoon sees the finals of both the U18 
Stevenson Bowl and Cup competitions.

Firstly, the Bowl final gets underway between 
Foyle College and Dromore High School before 
Portadown College take on Royal School Armagh in the 
Cup final

All four school sides qualified for the game with 
wins in the semi-final fixtures just three weeks ago 
and now return to Havelock Park to compete for 
silverware.

Foyle College qualified for the Bowl final with an 
impressive 4-1 win against Lurgan College.

That day, goals from Emma Alford (2), Lucy Thompson and 
Ella McLaughlin sealed the win and booked their spot in 
the final.

They now face Dromore High School who reached 
the final with a narrow 2-1 win against Glenlola 
Collegiate.

After a quiet start to the fixture, Glenlola took the lead 
in the 22nd minute as Matilda Urry reacted quickest to a 
loose ball in the circle following a penalty corner.

However, despite a solid defensive display, the Bangor 
school couldn’t hold on to their lead as Amber Murphy 
levelled with a reverse strike into the roof of the net 
before Holly Stewart got the game winning goal with just 
three minutes of play remaining.

Dromore Captain Cliona Cochrane says the side are ‘very 
excited’ to be playing in this years final.

“As a team we have worked very hard to get to this 
position and are very excited for the challenge we 
will face in the final. Reaching the final of the 
Stevenson Bowl is a huge accomplishment for us. 

This is a true testament to the hard work, commitment,
and dedication that we as a team have put into this 
season so far. 

We look forward to the final and want to enjoy this day 
together as a team.”

In the Stevenson Cup final old rivals Portadown College 
and Royal School Armagh go head-to-head once more.

The two school sides have met on a number of ocassions 
in recent seasons and meet for a third final in the last 12 
months.

Both the previous two finals have been won by RSA with 
narrow victories in last season’s Belfast Telegrpah Senior 
Cup and the Stevenson Cup.

Like the Bowl finalists, both sides qualified for this weeks 
final with wins at Havelock Park three weeks ago.

Portadown College booked their spot with a 2-1 win
over Rainey Endowed.

Lucy Megaw opened the scoring after just four 
minutes as she reacted quickest to a save from Rainey
goalkeeper Lola Henderson.

Just six minutes later the side were 2-0 ahead as 
Emily Adamson fired an effort from the top of the circle 
into the roof of the net and seemingly set her side on
 their way.

SENIOR FINALS PREVIEW
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However, in the closing stages of the third quarter a late 
Rainey strike set up a nervy ending, but the side held 
out to progress.

Portadown College captain Rebekah Lennon says her 
side are looking forward to the final.

‘I am so proud of how our squad have played to date
and have prepared for tonight’s final. 

We are really looking forward to playing against RSA 
and relish the opportunity to face the current title 
holders in what should be a very competitive game. 

We know the RSA girls well as a number of us play 
representative and club hockey together.  Tonight, for a 
period of time, those friendships will be cast aside.”

Team coach Beth Harper spoke of the hard work her 
side put in to reach this stage of the competition.

“We are very thankful and excited to have reached the
final of the Stevenson Cup.  

We have faced some exceptional opposition along the 
way and I have been so proud of the way that the girls 
have handled every task and challenge that they have
faced to date.  

They play with great composure, belief and teamwork 
and I am sure that this is why they have reached the 
final.  

Their hard work on and off the pitch is paying off and we 
look forward to playing a familiar rival in RSA.  

We expect a great contest and look forward to the 
challenge ahead”

They now face Royal School Armagh who reached the 
final with a victory over Methodist College Belfast with 
goals from Niamh Smith and Katie Herron.

The win not only cemented thier place in the final, but 
gives them the opportunity to defend their title and they 
have now reached this stage for a third consecutive 
season.

Coach Greg Thompson says the win has brought a ‘buzz’ 
to the school.

“It is a fantastic achievement by the girls to reach their 
third consecutive Stevenson Cup Final, following a 
competitive group that included BRA, Wallace HS and 
Sullivan Upper, followed by knock-out wins versus 
Banbridge Academy and Methody. 

The buzz around the squad and the wider school 
community is palpable and I’m sure it will be another 
competitive final against Portadown College. This is a 
very special group of girls who have continued to work 
incredibly hard after last year’s successes and have a 
very clear drive to add more silverware.”

Team Captain Grace McCool also added;

“To reach a third Super League final in a row is 
fantastic and a credit to the hard work we as a team
and the coaching staff put in. 

As a team we are extremely motivated to achieve our 
set goals and have another successful season. 

We don’t expect the final to be an easy game but we 
have prepared well and are excited for the match 
ahead.”
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